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Executive Summary 

 
The Johnstown-Monroe Local Schools (JMLS) are preparing to return students to schools for the 2020-2021 school year with as 

much normalcy as is possible given the challenges associated with the COVID-19 pandemic.  We are sensitive to the many 

challenges our parents, students and staff face in this most challenging of times.  We are striving to implement the best safety 

protocols for those who choose to return to face-to-face instruction on our campuses while realizing that some of our students 

will benefit from continuing their education in a remote learning environment due to health and safety considerations.  With 

this understanding, we will be offering two learning options for the 2020-2021 school year, in person learning and remote 

learning.  This Return to School Plan defines learning options available to students, defines the various protocols and practices 

employed, and will assist in helping all understand how we must operate to provide instruction to our students until we defeat 

this COVID-19 pandemic.  

 

School Calendar 

 
In order to prepare our staff for the new safety practices and protocols, and provide additional training in the use 

of our new learning management system (Schoology, we are likely to modify the calendar for this year: 

August 17: Staff Returns 

August 24: K-12 First Day of Full-Day Instruction for Students 

August 24-26: Staggered K-5 Start of School (1/3 of students attending in-person each day to teach safety protocols)  

 

At this time, we do not anticipate the last day of school being changed. 

*More details on the staggered start for Kindergarten will be forthcoming. 
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Learning Options for 2020-2021 School Year  

 

                                                                                 

IN-PERSON LEARNING 
 

Students will return to the typical school 

environment and schedule.  Increased 

health and safety precautions will be in 

place, including requiring all staff members 

and students in third grade and higher to 

wear facial coverings. 

Students may be switched to remote 

learning if COVID-19 conditions worsen in a 

building, or throughout the district as 

mandated by the Licking County 

Department of Health or State of Ohio. 

ONLINE LEARNING 
JOHNNIE LEARNING ACADEMY 

 

Students will learn at home using a 

personally owned computer, or a district 

provided computer if needed.  Johnstown 

Schools will deliver online learning via 

online lessons with teacher interacting with 

students.  Depending on enrollment, some 

classes may be instructed virtually by 

JMLSD staff or other teaching staff 

contracted with the district.  Students 

enrolled in this model may not have access 

to all classes that may otherwise be offered 

in the in-person learning option. 

Switching Options 

A continuous and consistent learning environment is necessary for student success.  To ensure continuity in educational services 

and instruction, transfers from one learning option to another should not occur during the semester (August-December or 

January-May).  A process will be outlined for students experiencing extenuating circumstances during the semester. 
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Blended/Hybrid Model Considered 

 At this time the Johnstown-Monroe Local School District will not be offering a blended/hybrid model in which 

different groups of students attend on different days.  There is a higher risk of exposure with students of 

working parents/guardians potentially attending multiple childcare centers on days they are not in our 

school buildings.  The district may consider a blended/hybrid option if COVID-19 conditions change in the 

coming year to the extent that the Health Department advises such a model. 

State Alert System Impact 

 

 

 

STATE ALERT LEVEL SYSTEM IMPACT ON INSTRUCTIONAL DELIVERY 

While the State of Ohio COVID-19 Color Alert System will be utilized by the Ohio Department of Health to communicate 

the level of viral spread by county, this system is not directly tied to any set movement of educational service delivery 

models within a school district.  The county health department will consider school district daily attendance data, as well 

as COVID-19 case status within each district, when advising/directing school districts on the need to move between 

educational service delivery models. 
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Johnnie Learning Academy Online Instruction for Students Who Opt Out of In-Person Instruction 

 

 

Online instruction for those students whose parents choose to opt out of in-person learning will be offered via the 

Johnnie Learning Academy with teacher interaction.  The details of staffing will be defined by the number of 

students who opt out of traditional learning.  The Peak Curriculum (currently used for grades 6-12) and the 

Schoology learning management system (grades K-5) will be used.  The board and administration are committed 

to having teacher interaction with the Johnnie Learning Academy.  More information will be forthcoming as we 

receive parent opt out commitments. 
 

Should there be a time when the schools are closed and all students are moved to remote learning, the students 

who opted out for the Johnnie Learning Academy would stay in that program for the remainder of the semester.  

At the end of the semester the district will consider second semester options depending upon the status of the 

COVID-19 virus at that time.   
 

The district is also working to utilize our paraprofessional staff to provide support interventions for in-person, online 

and full remote learning options. 
 

How Do I Opt Out to Online Instruction for My Child? 

 
Those who select the online instruction option (via Johnnie Learning Academy) on the parent survey for their 

children, will be contacted to complete an agreement.  This agreement will define the program and gather 

information necessary for setting up the service for the first semester. 

Remote Learning Defined 

 
Remote learning will be utilized when it is necessary to close the schools.  All K-12 students engaged in remote 

learning due to school closure will receive instruction using the Schoology Learning Management System with staff 

interaction.  A single sign-on for students and the ability to communicate with staff directly through Schoology are 

two of the improvements put in place since the school closure during the 2019-2020 school year.  
 

Remote learning is most successful when interactions between students, teachers, and guardians are frequent and 

consistent. Daily log-in, attendance at virtual meetings, and response to prompt teacher feedback are essential 

components of remote learning. 
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Student Health Issues and Confirmed COVID-19 Positive Cases 

 

 

 

 Parents are expected to perform all recommended health checks prior to each school day. 

 Any student with a temperature of 100.4 or higher should remain home or will be sent home. 

 The duration of homestay for a child with a fever of 100.4 or higher is:  

o Fever free (without medication) for 72 hours (three full days); and,   

o improvement of all other symptoms for 72 hours. 

 Temperatures may be checked upon return. 

 If a student tests positive for COVID-19, upon order of the Licking County Health Department, them and their 

family will be quarantined for 14 days.  The Health Department will perform all contract tracing. 

 To return to school, the child must be transported to school by the parent and must be checked by the school 

nurse. 

 If a school has a confirmed case of COVID-19 in a student or staff member, the individual will be quarantined 

in accordance with CDC guidance. 

 Licking County Health Department will work with the school administration to determine the best strategy to 

communicate information about the case to the staff, parents, and public. 

 As of now, 1 case of COVID-19 in a school building will not prompt an immediate shutdown, but the Licking 

County Health Department will continue to work with the Ohio Department of Health on this issue. 

 All confirmed cases will receive an isolation order from the Licking County Health Department. 
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Face Coverings 

 
Wearing a facial covering is an important safety step we can take to protect others.  Virus can spread between 

people interacting in close proximity speaking, coughing or sneezing. The CDC recommends wearing face 

coverings for all staff and students (Grades K-2 strongly recommended) when in our buildings and on our buses.  

There may be times when the State of Ohio or Licking County Health Department may require facial coverings in 

all public places. 

 Facial coverings will be required for all staff at all times when in the buildings.  Two reusable facial coverings 

and one facial shield will be proved to teachers and other employees who work directly with students in 

situations where it is necessary for students to see their face. 

 Facial coverings will be required for students in third grade and higher, unless they are unable to wear one 

for a health or developmental reason as determined by a medical doctor.   

 Parents will provide the facial coverings for students and the buildings will maintain a supply of facial 

coverings for emergencies.  The district may also acquire a supply of logo facial coverings that can be 

purchased by parents for themselves and for the students.  

 Nurses will maintain a supply of one use facial coverings for symptomatic students who require separation 

while awaiting parent pick up.  

 Facial coverings are strongly recommended for students in kindergarten through second grade in the 

hallways, restrooms, common areas and on buses.     

 

Isolation Areas for Symptomatic Students 

 

Schools will be required to designate isolation areas for students that show symptoms of COVID-19 

during the school day.  This will remove students from classrooms and other places within school 

buildings and reduce possible exposures to COVID-19. 

 The clinic should only be used for medical treatment of students and staff. 

 If a student exhibits COVID-19 symptoms during the school day, he/she should be isolated in a 

designated area immediately, and they should leave school as quickly as possible. 

 After a symptomatic student leaves school, the high touch areas of the designated isolation area 

should be cleaned and sanitized. 

 Any individual who is symptomatic should contact his/her healthcare provider as soon as possible. 
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Arrival at School 
 

 

 

 It is important that students not congregate when arriving to school in order to reduce possible 

contact with other students who may be infected with COVID-19. 

 Students are to be screened for symptoms by their parents prior to being sent to school.  The Licking County 

Health Department is providing a checklist that can be placed on home refrigerators for parents to use when 

screening their children daily.  

 When students arrive, they should go directly to the room where their first class is held. 

 In rooms where a sink is available, all students should wash their hands upon arrival. If a sink is not 

available, hand sanitizer should be available to the students. 

 Students should socially distance when standing in line waiting to enter a room. Physical 

markers should be in place to assist with students understanding where to stand. 

 Parents should not congregate when dropping students off or picking them up from school. 

 Breakfast provided by schools should be served to students in the cafeteria.  (we have assurance this can be 

done while respecting social distancing). 

 School personnel should monitor all areas where students may congregate and keep them from 

congregating to ensure social distancing. 

 

Classroom Seating and Protocol 

 

 

Students spend the majority of their day in class learning from their teachers. Unfortunately, the vast 

majority of classrooms are not designed for 6’ social distancing. Without this type of design, it will be 

difficult to keep students from being considered a close contact should one of their classmates become 

infected with COVID-19. The guidance below is designed to minimize the number of students and teachers 

who would need to be quarantined if a confirmed case of the virus is identified in their class. 

 Students should have assigned seating in classrooms, and the seating chart should not be 

changed during the school year. 

 Desks should be spaced apart to the extent possible to achieve 6’ social distancing whenever 

possible; however, students should be separated by a minimum of 3’. 

 All desks should be positioned so that students are not facing each other. 
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 Students should remain in the same group as much as possible throughout the day, and steps should 

be taken to minimize intermingling of students during a school day. (This will vary for middle and high 

school). 

 Teachers should “travel” to classrooms to minimize student intermingling in hallways. 

 Teachers should remain 6’ from students whenever possible to minimize potential exposures to 

 COVID-19. 

 Desks and high touch surfaces should be cleaned and sanitized at least one time during the 

school day, when school ends and more often as needed. 

 Students should not share items such as pens, pencils, crayons, markers, etc. 

 All equipment and supplies used by multiple students (i.e. science lab equipment, gym 

equipment, computer labs, etc.) should be cleaned and sanitized after each use. 

 Students should not congregate in a library, and a “mobile library cart” should be used to allow 

students to choose books from their classroom. All books should be wiped down when they are 

returned. 

 Students in grades 3-12 are required to wear face covering during the school day unless they meet 

one of the exemptions provided by ODE. 

 Teachers and staff will be required to wear face covering in accordance with the Ohio Department 

of Education’s (ODE) requirements unless they meet one of the exemptions provided by ODE.  A 

face shield can be used in place of a mask as long as it covers a staff members’ entire face and 

extends beyond his/her chin. 

 

Playgrounds 

 

 

LCHD understands the importance of students needing to be outside and physically active during the 

school day. The use of playgrounds during recess will be allowed, but some restrictions will need to be put 

into place to assist with reducing the spread of COVID-19. 
 

 Students should remain with their individual classes and not intermingle while on the 

playground as much as possible. 
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 Teachers and other school staff should maintain proper social distancing while supervising 

students on the playground. 

 

 Specific classes should be assigned specific locations on a playground to play. 

 Playground equipment and other high touch surfaces should be cleaned and sanitized at least 

daily. 

 Games and other equipment used during inside recess should be sanitized after each use. 

 Students should socially distance in a single file line that minimizes intermingling when going to recess 

and after recess ends. 

 Hand washing or hand sanitizing will be required before/after recess.   

 

Food Service 

 

 

Lunch is also a critical part of the school day. Lunch should be served in the cafeteria to allow students the 

chance to leave their classrooms during the day. This will also minimize the areas in a school building 

where food will be consumed and could potentially require additional cleaning.  

 Lunch should be served to students in the cafeteria. 

 Students should socially distance in line and physical markers should be used to assist students with 

understanding where to stand in line. 

 Students in the same class should sit at the same table. 

 Students should have assigned seating and, if possible, sit next to the students they sit by in class 

to minimize student intermingling. 

 Hand sanitizer should be made available to students prior to eating and after eating. 

 Increased staff presence to help ensure social distancing during lunch is recommended. 

 Lunch tables and desks where students eat lunch should be cleaned and sanitized before and after 

each use 

 Teachers should not congregate and eat lunch together. 
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Visitors/Vendors 

 
 
 

 

Visitors will only be allowed in buildings in extenuating circumstances and will be required to wear a facial 

covering at all times when authorized to enter.  When it is necessary for a parent or other visitor to drop off or 

pick up a student, or deliver/pick up an item, provisions should be made to conduct such activity in the main 

front vestibules of the building by arranging a specific time with the building secretary. 

There are different levels of school visitors, and the building administrator or secretary will make decisions for each 

situation. 
 

Safety protocols such as taking temperatures may be implemented for anyone entering a school facility. 
 

The use of volunteers in the school buildings during the course of the instructional day will be suspended during 

the pandemic except in extreme situations where the administration deems it absolutely necessary. 
 

When it is necessary for service vendors to enter the building they are required to follow all established staff 

protocols for safety. 
 

During the course of the COVID-19 pandemic, it will be necessary to suspend activities such as assemblies, 

parties that involve food being brought in, events such as family nights, and grandparents day, etc.  Every 

attempt will be made to substitute virtual activities that celebrate these cherished events without visitors and 

products coming into the facilities.   

 

Transportation 

 

 

 Parents are encouraged to transport their children to and from school when possible to allow for the maximum 

social distancing on the bus.  We realize this may cause longer drop off and pick up lines at our buildings; but, 

the fewer students on the bus the better social distancing we can maintain. 

 All students will be given assigned seats (drivers are required to have assigned seating lists updated and 

available at all times). 

 Students will be expected to use provided hand sanitizer when getting on and off the bus. 

 High contact areas on the buses will be disinfected between runs. 

 Each bus will be thoroughly disinfected at the end of each day. 

 Licking County school districts, under direction from LCHD will allow two students per seat except that three 

students living in the same household may be seated together. 
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 Face coverings are required for drivers and all students (Strongly recommended for K-2 students) riding the 

bus.  The district may refuse to transport a student who refuses to wear a face covering. 
 Districts may adopt state minimum requirements for transportation to reduce the number of students who are eligible for 

school district transportation. 

 

General Safety Precautions 

 
The district has invested in equipment, supplies and training to implement effective cleaning, disinfecting and 

protective coating throughout our schools.  We have been utilizing electrostatic equipment to provide regular 

microbial disinfecting on all contact areas and will be using the same electrostatic equipment to apply to all 

contact areas a protectant that does not allow bacteria/virus to live on the surface.   

Custodians are tasked with the duty of cleaning high contact areas of each building throughout the day when 

school is in session in addition to the regular cleaning that is performed each evening.  

Social Distancing will be practiced to the greatest extent possible. 

Hand sanitizer and disinfecting wipes will be made available in classrooms and common areas.  

Students will be educated on the importance of hand washing, hygiene, not touching faces, social distancing 

and the wearing of facial coverings.  

Classroom doors will remain locked but open to promote the flow of air as much as possible.  

Water fountains will be closed.  Water filling stations will remain open for students to fill their own water bottles 

which they are encouraged to bring. 

Students will be required to bring their own school supplies, rather than sharing with the class.  
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Field Trips 

 
There is a moratorium on field trips until such a time when the Health Department would advise that it is safe for 

such activity to continue.  We encourage our staff to work to develop virtual field trips for students in the 

meantime.   

Extracurricular and Co-Curricular Activities 

 
All athletic events and practices will be conducted in accordance with guidance provided by the Ohio 

Department of Education, Ohio Department of Health, Licking County Department of Health and the Ohio High 

School Athletic Association. 

State Assessments 

 
Awaiting final guidance from State of Ohio on how they will handle testing in the 2020-21 school year.   

Third Grade Guarantee 

 
Awaiting final guidance from State of Ohio on how they will handle testing in the 2020-21 school year. 

Staff Evaluation 

 
We are in the process of moving to OTES 2.0, potentially for the 2020-21 school year. While we continue the 

process of developing an MOU and discussing the same with JEA, we also await further guidance from the state 

relative to conducting teacher evaluation during times when schools are on remote learning.   
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Symptomatic Staff and Students/Qualifying Exposure to a Person with Confirmed Positive COVID-19 

Test Results/COVID-19 Diagnosis 

 

 

Unfortunately, there is a likelihood that a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be diagnosed in a student or 

staff member in a school during the 2020-21 school year. If this should occur, LCHD will work with school 

officials and parents to isolate the individual and conduct contact tracing. For an individual to have a 

confirmed case of COVID-19, they must have laboratory confirmation that they have the virus. 
 

 If a student or staff member is found to have a confirmed case of COVID-19, he/she will be placed 

into isolation by LCHD. 

 The isolation time period will vary and will be based on the individual. 

 LCHD will provide written and verbal communication to the parents of any students with a confirmed 

case of COVID-19 and to any staff member who is diagnosed with a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

 Students and staff will not be permitted to return to school or school activities until their isolation 

period has ended and official documentation is received from the Licking County Health 

Department. 

 Any individual waiting on results from a COVID-19 test should not return to school while the test results 

are pending. 

 If a staff member exhibits COVID-19 symptoms, he/she should notify their supervisor and leave 

school immediately. 

 

Contact Tracing by Licking County Department of Health 

 

 

All close contacts of individuals who have a confirmed case of COVID-19 need to be identified so that 

they can be properly quarantined to help prevent the spread of the virus. To be classified as a close 

contact, an individual must be within 6’ of an individual with a confirmed case of COVID-19 for at least 15 

minutes. All close contacts will be contacted by LCHD and provided with a quarantine notice. 
 

 If a confirmed case of COVID-19 is identified in a student or staff member, LCHD will contact the 

school in order to determine close contacts of the individual with the confirmed case. 
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 All individuals who meet the definition of a close contact will be quarantined for 14 days from the 

date of their exposure to the individual with a confirmed case of COVID-19. 

 LCHD will provide written and verbal communication to the parents of all close contacts of a 

confirmed case of COVID-19 and to any staff member that is identified as a close contact. 

 All schools should have assigned seating for students in class, during lunch, and during other 

activities to assist with identifying possible close contacts. 

 Students and staff will not be permitted to return to school or school activities until their quarantine 

period has ended and official documentation is received from the Licking County Health 

Department. 

 

Staff Work Day 

 
Teachers will need to be in their classrooms to receive students as they arrive directly into the building and go to 

their rooms without gathering.  We will be working with JEA to adjust staff times if necessary to accommodate 

procedural changes related to control of the COVID-19 virus. 

Nursing and Isolation Areas 

 

 

Schools are required to designate isolation areas for students that show symptoms of COVID-19 during 

the school day.  Symptomatic students will be removed from classrooms and other places within school 

buildings and reduce possible exposures to COVID-19. 
 

 The clinic should only be used for non-COVID-19 medical treatment of students and staff. 

 If a student exhibits COVID-19 symptoms during the school day, he/she should be isolated in a 

designated area immediately, and they should leave school as quickly as possible. 

 After a symptomatic student leaves school, the high touch areas of the designated isolation area 

should be cleaned and sanitized. 

 If a staff member exhibits COVID-19 symptoms, he/she should notify their supervisor and leave 

school immediately. 

 Any individual who is symptomatic should contact his/her healthcare provider as soon as possible. 
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Use of Lockers 

 
The school district is considering alternatives to the use of lockers for the 2020-21 school year to reduce touch 

points and reduce the gathering points for students in an effort to respect social distancing and control the spread 

of virus in this time of pandemic.  Many districts are not allowing the use of lockers; but, we want to explore all 

alternative prior to making that decision.  More direction will be provided on this issue by each building principal 

when parents and students receive final instructions closer to the start of school. 

Special Needs Students (Gifted, IEP and 504 Students) 

 

 

The Johnstown-Monroe Local School District remains committed to providing families an opportunity to have 

meaningful participation in the IEP and 504 processes.  Whether in person or an alternative format (i.e. 

videoconferencing or by phone), teams will partner with families to determine the most practical format to 

conduct annual meetings.  
 

If a family of a student with a disability chooses to enroll in remote learning, the student’s IEP or 504 Team will 

convene to consider possible changes to the student’s IEP/504 plan to address programming and services in this 

alternative format.  The District may not be able to make all classes, programs, services, and supports available in 

a remote environment.  While students will have access to many accommodations, please note that some 

accommodations may not be possible to implement in the remote educational setting. 
 

Gifted services will be offered through both settings with the regular education teachers who are trained to teach 

gifted students. 

 

Communication with Licking County Health Department 

 

 

LCHD is able to work with schools in order to communicate critical information regarding COVID-19 

throughout the school year.  Additionally, LCHD will develop messages that will be distributed to parents and 

staff members, and information will be posted on LCHD’s website and social media sites. 
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 LCHD requests that each school building designates a liaison regarding contact tracing and 

confirmed COVID-19 cases. LCHD will provide contact info that will be provided to the liaison in 

order to minimize communication barriers. 

 Schools are recommended to provide absenteeism data at a building level to LCHD daily and 

include the number of students/staff that are sent home due to exhibiting COVID-19 symptoms. 

 Increase communication encouraging more students to walk or bike to school. 

 LCHD will develop trainings for school staff members to assist with the implementation of this 

guidance. 

 

Remote Learning Plan (Submit Final Version to State Before August 21st) 

 
 Remote Learning Plan will be finalized and inserted here following establishment of final online opt out program 

for those not attending in-person.   

Appendix 

 
 

 Licking County Department of Health Return to School Guidance 

 Licking County Schools Common Reopening Agreements 

 Ohio Department of Education Planning Guide for Ohio Schools and Districts 

 State of Ohio COVID-19 Health and Prevention Guidance for Ohio K-12 Schools 

 State of Ohio Responsible Restart Ohio: Contact Sport Practice and Non-Contact Sport Competitions 

Guidance 

 

 

Apendix/LCHD%20Return%20to%20School%20Guidance%20July%202020.pdf
Apendix/Licking%20County%20Common%20Agreements%20to%20Re-Open%20Schools%207-15-20%201200pm%20-%20Final%20-%20Google%20Docs.pdf
Apendix/Reset-Restart-Guide.pdf
Apendix/K-12-Schools-Guidance.pdf
Apendix/Contact-Sport-Practices-Non-Contact-Sport.pdf
Apendix/Contact-Sport-Practices-Non-Contact-Sport.pdf

